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Itâ€™s the summer of 1960 and in the small town of Elm Haven, Illinois, five twelve-year-old boys

are forging the powerful bonds that a lifetime of change will not break. From sunset bike rides to

shaded hiding places in the woods, the boysâ€™ days are marked by all of the secrets and silences

of an idyllic childhood. But amid the sun-drenched cornfields, their loyalty will be pitilessly tested.

When a long-silent bell peals in the middle of the night, the townsfolk know it marks the end of their

carefree days. From the depths of the Old Central School, a hulking fortress tinged with the

mahogany scent of coffins, an invisible evil is rising. Strange and horrifying events begin to overtake

everyday life, spreading terror through the once-peaceful town. Determined to exorcize this ancient

plague, Mike, Duane, Dale, Harlen, and Kevin must wage a war of bloodâ€•against an arcane

abomination who owns the night.â€¦â€œIt stands with the best of King and Straub in the traditional

modern horror genre.â€• â€•Seattle Post-Intelligencerâ€œImpressiveâ€¦combines beautiful writing and

suspense into a book for which Dan Simmons deserves the bestseller status of King and Koontz.â€•

â€•The Denver Postâ€œOne can only wonder what Simmons will do next, now that heâ€™s shown

us he can do everything the best writers in horror and science fiction can do.â€• â€•The Philadelphia

Inquirer
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Summer of Night was one of the most incredible books I have ever read and mind you it's not

because I'd rather read a book on a Friday night than party, much to my boyfriends dismay as I so

often do.Dan Simmons wove a masterful tale of 1960's Illinois with its cozy little town and streets,



Saturday outdoor movies and the kids who were the true heroes of the story. It reminded me of

Goonies in places as we quickly grow to like Dale and his younger brother Lawrance, Mike, Duane

and Kevin and Jim Harlan, friends, schoolmates and brave, lovable kids who have turned this book

in a magical tale that swept in front of my eyes. I have never read a more real story that has horror,

fantasy and people dying feeling as real as this tale. The characters all stand out in their own way,

so clear, so precise so pristine that when bad things happened to some of them, I had a tissue

dabbing my eyes. The book is long, counting 600 pages but I know I will read it over again in a few

years and I'm sure it will taste even better, just like leftover dinner with the deepening flavors and

spices.The story itself is around a school called Old Central, where Tubby, a not so god kid

disappears on the last day. It's a huge old building that is going to be closed down as all the kids are

supposed to go to a new school. Dale, Lawrance, Mike, Duane, Kev and Jim all go to the same

school but they are very young, around 11 yrs old, some younger, some tad older yet they are real

kids; at times with bratty tough attitudes, yet Simmons doesn't pretend to sketch out a superhero in

a child's body, he takes each characters and builds on it making them as real to me as my own

family. I grew to love each one of them as they enriched my book with their plans to find the missing

kid.
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